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The 34th Annual MTA Competition & Convention 
 This year’s show was very successful. We had 80 registered taxidermists 
(56 pre-registered) join us this summer, including several out of state 
competitors. Taxidermists from Iowa, Texas, Kansas, Arkansas, Illinois, and 
Oklahoma made the trip to Lake of the Ozarks to spend the weekend with us. 
Our show wouldn’t be the success it is without these people supporting it, so 
thank you out of staters for participating. Bill Zimmerman once again agreed to 
auctioneer for us, and our auction was also a big success. We brought in over 
$3300.00 in the live and silent auctions alone, and another $300.00 in 
donations at the BBQ totaling over $3600.  We also had a good showing in the 
competition room, with 136 pieces entered. There were some fantastic works of 
art on display, and the judges earned their pay selecting winners from that 
collection of showpieces. The banquet was wonderful. Several people assisted in 
set up and tear down, which always goes much faster with lots of help. Connie 
Lessley did a splendid job with the silent auction. Craig Sloan did all of the 
wonderful photography of our award winners. Debbie Cross was a huge help at 
the registration desk. Bill Zimmerman was one of the first to arrive on Thursday 
and last to leave on Sunday and worked hard all weekend as usual. I especially 
appreciate the help received from the board before the show, and during. 

 
MTA AUGUST 3rd, 2014 
Business Meeting Minutes 

   The dates for our next show will be July 31st-August 2nd, 2015 at the Country Club 
Hotel & Spa, Lake Ozarks, MO.  T-shirts were voted on to keep simple and Cole will design.  A 
motion was made and passed to not pay for seminars at the show or outside of the show.  Another 
motion was made and passed to send out postcards earlier.  Some scholarship rules need to be 
changed and Bill Zimmerman is going to make those changes.  Election results were as follows:  
President-Cole Cruickshank, Vice President-Lee Smith, Secretary- Dawne Stacks, Treasurer- 
DeWayne Bauer, Board Member- Kevin Berten and Craig Sloan.  A motion was made and passed 
to adjourn meeting. 

 

 
 

As you all know this is my last newsletter.. I just wanted to 

take a moment to say thank you for your trust, support, 

patience, and friendships and let you know how much I’ve 

enjoyed serving on the board over the past four years.  The 

MTA is a wonderful association and I will definitely miss 

being your Secretary/Treasurer. Thanks to you all, 

Stephanie 
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3rd Annual MOKAN 

Live Mounting Competition 
 

President’s report from the event: 

On September 14th the third annual MOKAN Live Mounting Competition took place at Second Creation 
Taxidermy School in Kansas City. It was a great success with over 30 taxidermists in attendance from the MTA 
and KAT. MTA members Cole Cruickshank and Dawne Stacks brought both of the awards (champion and 
runner-up) home to MO keeping our undefeated streak alive. Cole won with a bobcat, and Dawne mounted an 
armadillo. Competitors from MO, KS and IA also mounted a whitetail, snapping turtle, crawdads, black bear, 
and replica whitetail antlers. At the end of the 4 hour mounting period everyone who attended cast their votes, 
and we all were treated to a great BBQ lunch complete with plenty of sides and desserts.  

We owe a huge thank you to Cindy Cunningham for opening up her shop to us, and thank you to the 
competitors for sharing their techniques. Without those two things MOKAN couldn't exist. I'd also like to thank 
those that were in attendance for coming. It appeared everyone had a wonderful time and learned a lot. Thank 
you Ohio Taxidermy Supply for going above and beyond with donations, which allowed us to hold this great 
event at no cost to the MTA.   

Anyone from the MTA, KAT, or just a taxidermist within driving distance that did not attend really missed out 
on a great opportunity. State associations like ours are there to educate, and the benefits of being a member are 
events like these. There were seven seminars on a WIDE variety of taxidermy by some very talented 
individuals. These people were willing to share the techniques they use daily in their shop with anyone willing 
to listen. A day in the shop with any one of these taxidermists could run $300 to $500, but here you got all 
seven absolutely FREE. On top of that...you got fed some really good food. I hope as members you will get as 
much out of the MTA as you can by attending events like this, the Winter Workshop and Spring Seminar as 
well as the big convention in Aug. These smaller events are free to all members and you are only hurting 
yourself by not attending. I look forward to seeing everyone January 24th at Doug's shop for another free 
seminar given by James Graham.                                                                      – Cole Cruickshank 

 
 
 
 
 



 
2014-2015 Election Results 

    President-Cole Cruickshank                                    
Secretary – Dawne Stacks 

      Board Member-Kevin Berten 

Vice President- Lee Smith 
Treasurer- DeWayne Bauer 
Board Member-Craig Sloan  

 
Note: 2 –Board Member positions will be up for election next year at the show.  Be thinking of who you want 
to elect. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
James Graham – Whitetails  

 Our winter workshop this year will be a whitetail seminar focusing on ear placement, ear butt anatomy, 
setting eyes, and sculpting eyelids by James Graham.  It will be held at Doug Pettig’s shop in Excello MO. The 
workshop will be held on January 24th, 2015 at 9am.   Our business meeting will immediately follow. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Randy W. Pike 
1953 - 2014 

 
It is with great sorrow that I announce the MTA lost one of its founding 
fathers Saturday, September 20th. Sadly, Randy W. Pike passed away 
due to health complications. He was an influential man who was very 

generous with his time, and his knowledge. Randy had many friends in 
this industry and will be missed dearly.   

 
 

 

35th Annual MO Taxidermist 
Competition and Convention 

The dates of July 31st, August, 1st-2nd have been 
chosen for the 2015 MTA Competition & 

Convention. It will again be held at the Country Club 
Hotel and Spa. Details will be posted to the website 

and Facebook page as they become available. 
Everybody needs to start planning for it now.  Save so it 

won’t be such a burden later, and begin your pieces 
while the things you learned this year are fresh in your 

mind.  Hope to see you all there. 
 


